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Letter from Father Vivier of the Society of Jesus,
to a Father of the same Society.

Among the ILLINOIS,
November 17, 1750.

Y REVEREND FATHER,
M The peace of Our Lord.

I accept with pleasure the proposal which
you make me. The slight merits I may acquire by
my labors I consent willingly to share with you, on
the assurance that you give me of assisting me
with your holy prayers. I gain too much from this
association not to be desirous of entering into it with
all my heart.

There is another point which you desire, and on
which I will satisfy you; and that is, the description
of our Missions. We have three in this quarter: one
consisting of Savages; one of French; and a third,
partly of French and partly of Savages.

The first is composed of over six hundred Illinois,
all baptized excepting five or six; but the brandy
sold by the French, especially by the soldiers, in
spite of the King's repeated prohibitions, and that
which is sometimes distributed to them under the
pretext of maintaining them in our interest, has
ruined this Mission, and has caused the majority of
them to abandon our holy Religion. The Savages —
and especially the Illinois, who are the gentlest and
most tractable of men —become, when intoxicated,
madmen and wild beasts. Then they fall upon one



